Spirits and
vaices rise at
this ald-fashioned
hymn sing.

looks like so many others that dot the New England

landscape—locked doors, peeling white clapboards,
avergrown grass. But on summer Sunday nights the tiny
church comes alive as people of all ages and faiths con-
gregate for old-fashioned hymn sings that leave their
throats parched but their spirits refreshed,

The highlight of the season usually comes on the last
Sunday in August, 0ld Home Day, when the Reverend Pro-
fessor Peter J. Gomes takes the pulpit, as he has every year
since the hymn sings began in 1961.

“It’s my absolutely indisputable hypothesis that singing
the old hymns reminds us of our vouth,” Gomes says.
“They fill us with associations that not only go back but
help us to anticipate a bright and shiny day.”

Gomes, an American Baptist minister whose books The
Good Life: Truths That Last in Times of Need (HarperCollins,
2002; $24.95), The Good Book: Reading the Bible with
Mind and Heart (HarperCollins, 2002; 51 4.95), and Ser-
mons: Biblical Wisdom for Daily Living (HarperCollins,
2002; $13.95) have heen best-sellers, bas led the Memarial
Church at Harvard University since 1970. Gomes, who also
serves as a faculty member at Harvard Divinity School and
has long been regarded as one of Ameriea’s best preachers,
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